CONTRIBUTIONS   TO   PSYCHO-ANALYSIS
his attitude to his mother and nurse has become affectionate and
normal. He now desires their presence, wants them to take
notice of him and is distressed when they leave him. With his
father, too, his relation reveals growing indications of the normal
Oedipus attitude, and there is an increasingly firm relation to
objects in general. The desire to make himself intelligible, which
was lacking before, is now in full force. Dick tries to make him-
self understood by means of his still meagre but growing vocabu-
lary which he diligently endeavours to enlarge. There are many
indications, moreover, that he is beginning to establish a relation
to reality.
So far we have spent six months over his analysis, and his
development, which has begun to take place at all the funda-
mental points during this period, justifies a favourable prognosis.
Several of the peculiar problems which arose in his case have
proved soluble. It has been possible to get into contact with
him with the help of quite a few words, to activate anxiety in a
child in whom interest and affect were wholly lacking, and it has
further been possible gradually to resolve and to regulate the
anxiety released. I would emphasize the fact that in Dick's case
I have modified my usual technique. In general I do not in-
terpret the material until it has found expression in various repre-
sentations. In this case, however, where the capacity to represent
it was almost entirely lacking, I found myself obliged to make
my interpretations on the basis of my general knowledge, the
representations in Dick's behaviour being relatively vague. Find-
ing access in this way to his unconscious., I succeeded in activating
anxiety and other affects. The representations then became
fuller and I soon acquired a more solid foundation for the analysis,
and so was able gradually to pass over to the technique that I
generally employ in analysing little children.
I have already described how I succeeded in causing the anxiety
to become manifest by diminishing it in its latent state. When
it did manifest itself, I was able to resolve part of it by interpreta-
tion. At the same time, however, it became possible for it to be
worked over in a better way, namely, by its distribution amongst
new things and interests; in this manner it became so far mitigated
as to be tolerable for the ego. Whether, if the quantities of
anxiety are thus regulated, the ego can become capable of tolerat-
ing and working over normal quantities, only the further course
of the treatment can show. In Dick's case, therefore, it is a
question of modifying a fundamental factor in his development
by means of analysis.
The only possible thing to do in analysing this child, who could
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